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OBJECTIVE

This paper is intended to offer some perspective on the relationships
between the objectives of the private sector and the use of interna-
tional cooperation as a mechanism for pursuing these objectives.
These comments should provide a basis for developing constructive
participation by private companies in such actions and identify op-
portunities for government policymakers to attract private-sector par-
ticipation when this will promote a broad national or international
purpose.

INTRODUCTION

The increasing attention to cooperation in international science and
technology normally omits, or minimizes, the role of private industry.
This is a reasonable state of affairs, since there are obvious constraints
on the value to a competitive industrial organization within the Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
countries of cooperative activities in general.

Nevertheless, several observations should be stated about the sub-
ject:

1. There are a number of activities that involve a role for private
industry in cooperative international science and technology, and
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